Loggears and L—“:r'r-.r-"u.’:r‘lP-’aE-r',t.ﬂi_is:s rarely ses aye
10 eva, bt in Northarm Arzona, where thou-
sands of pondercesas are being salvaged to

build hernes on the Navaje Reservation, that's
axactl what's heppening.

by James Bishop.Jr ﬁ photes by Janisa Yitt
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At rmiciclay, the SuUn beves brightly abeve the i Francisoo
Peaks oo che seouch, Two Mavojos pouse atog & sanedy Bullock oo
Cameron, B0 miles oorch of FlapsealT ad ot B oo che Faosed
Dhesseert. Gusts af e duse swisl areand cheen as Moz Frankline aid
Tuny Robhins scep ow of Franklin's ofice — o newly construced
Mavaje hogan, s aditiomal, wish i octaganal shape, Buc e
coimes wirh all the pedees canventences,

Gauzang ol cowasd o tapestey o pale bles buetes and mesas i
she middle slistance;, their sttension swings Back oo long green
shed nearhy, Teo brawny Movaps are pulling small-diamerer
ponderssa piocs foom o 1934 green Chesy pickup ang piling
cheam anin a Bst-moving conveyar, which delivers che crees inte
the maw af 3 torpedo-shaped Iop-pecling machine,

Mireres lager a log tnbles oue. Mow slesk aed ooked. the
lag ds non lor burmiog. Insteed, 100 be wsed inanother new
bagan — like Mae Franklins, and chomsands like i being buile
b lasger plancs oo the Mavajo Beservacion,

The modem MIOCIEINS are arriving juse in Gme in the
Mavapa Marion, which has a corzcal need foe 30000 few fommes an
irs 17-millicn aces resereanon. "Mawages bove pever |ad new
hiopans w2 chesoe betore,” Franklos siys, expluming thar existing
Bopans, sepically very old and eindi-covered, lave been slapped
eogesher with jusr abour asything — taspaper, woed scrigs ad
even nusred wehicle fenders,

"W call chis projece ‘hogans tor bope,"™ she says, with sireaks
of gy plistening in her dark, wend-Elown e

“Everything rhoc’s happening bere is due oo people thinking
mside clue by, says Tone Robhbins, @ senior ofbcial wicls che
Cameron Chaprer Flowse, ooe af 1100 such rﬁn[ltrn nn the
Leserasion. "1 kanowe che needs of my people — herrer housing,
||:-!E£ and |'.-:_|p:'. Iere we rre CRELTLngE spmneching |h|:.:,- will wndder-
stard and wse. W can’t ler them down,”

The Cameran mill, che first of many oa rhe harizen, is che

brainchild af a liccle-knpwn sonpredic organiznan in Flagsralf

ralled 111|'|:g{~nn|11 Communiry ]".rl.r['rpmm IR Since 1995,
BMacthern Arizoam Daiversicy’s Schond of Forssery hos sprasared
the group. alorg wach che L5, Farest Bervice, vanious regional
rempratizs, a number of foondarions lincluding the Arizean
{'Ii;mrr-.lmi'l::,' Framndarinn) nnd, msne nenently, :T!-Ei\'.i.r{! inwesmrs

[CI was creared fromn o bicteswesr mix of fear and Lope in
arder ro deal with rwin calamicies: wildfires, like che mne thare
rearly enprnlfed Flagsodt in 1995, and: the sense of hopelessraess
rhiat |'re-r'.-:4||f5 rhe Nawgn MNarion. (A |'ﬂ.|p:||:||¢- r|::-.|i'.1,;; thine Lile
hies pasied rhemy by exists amnog many people who believe thar
rhe prablomes af high onemplaymens, sickness dize oo widespred
alcabeliao, the lack of decent housing and che Hhighe of well-
cucared vourh tothe ceies are beyand solucion, )

From the oiaset, Fartune's wheel hos plaged 2 kev rale in
1CEs succese, [ndeed, it was Meg Pranklin berself, che Tril='s
Lidisan with the Porest Service, whoo made the coanecrinn
hetween che foresss Foghterneng buaildup of el (2,000 small
prizss per acee poday versas 12 e 30 bugs orees @ cenucy agog
and the plight of bee people. Approprately, the connecrinn was
made poe day in the foresc, Faanklin, who was teveling wich ohe
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lse Shaven Mulbaon, an affacial watk tlse Kaibab Marional Faresr,
wied the lauee Blla Bor Horse, dlee coordimtor of one of the MNavaz's
chapeers, noteced stacks of small-duoneces pines that lad Been
thinned from the avesstecked Freest o reduee e hazands of fise,

For Franklu, the sighe of the stocked pines being oedisd for
barming broaghs back memooes of the moumsd, amipee-anched
hogans i which her grandparents bad fived — heooes glat
srmelbed like che earch and weboning fees, A che samse ome, she
pictrized che “mesl masehiBos bousss" tha oot chilees ocospe
wacliy — bowmes that are bard o0 heat 2isd often unstable,

Sl reaspmed chae seene of the Wavige eldecs, who wese stuck
away i seedy tralems, might come atouid 2o reesembering their
ancient tmadicions F they colld Tive :n modern bogans oquipped
with decent beat ood plumbing, Sioce both the Coooning
Swattnon! Bovest and ber peeple wore desesioracing, why ler these
tnas be bumed? Why nar wse them oo manutactane a variery af
projecs an the Rescrvacion, including corrals, lences, vraclicional
bigans and i

Ag her branstosming: concinged, she pealized char beilding
thie logans would pay for icssld over times, Si, ol concepe was
preseocesd v tle Gramil Caryon Farests Boondareon, which was
erested by che Grand Canyon Trose and the Ceooning Nateal
Farest. Goog o, they were waare thar this unigues federal, state
aned lecal parinershis had idennitied ar bease 250,000 scres of the
Coaconinos 1.8 million acres oo befn eeed aof dhiinong e g pare
of 10000 acres sonoually), Thus, chesr sdea might receive a spm-
patlhetic =ar Inarend of Barning the Sogs, they planned oo argoe
thar it made mare sense o belp ndipenons peegle,

As Lk would bave i, they met the sight pessan — chen-smadft
direcrnr Breer KenCairn, o passionase and eloguen Princeson gred-
pace wich o recare of wockiog with foress communinies acmss the
Wesr, He wis sialled ar oavamting the chegpy warers herween
ervviremmienealiss suspacions of the Paresr Service on-cae share, and
che timber induwsery and the TLS, povemnosne an. e caher, Tt didn’
cikee KenCain long oo see the petential linkage berween farese
resramcing and che aeeds of che Mavajo people, And 5o s s chae
i 19, FeaCaien, o ovn-Todian, and Fracklin fonndsd 105 o
Jmench what would be krown as the Hegan-Rourddwond Prajecr,

O wee went,” KenCaim (CE s first execurive direcion)
sarps. " We were just o bucl of dreamners with hig ideas and a fow
rongh drvwirgss of log ogass. Cur dresam wes to creare = synche-
sit thar conld researe che laod and the nagive cemmonaey ac che
same rme."

Sarme FEUNRO0D0 was cwised [roon grones and foundazions in
arder o coavert & vacund mmshackle buildiog i Canseron inte a
usable srrucoare. Withh apecher SE0O,000, & small-diameter mull
wis insmalled. Baon, Movajn wickers were hored ae goos] wepes,
nmd lags from che foress Starced arciviog at the new plang,

Hy sarly-20002, after oyercoanung cmerauy faneial and cal-
mural ahszacles, KenCnirm and [EE's Board of dorccoors had some
good news: Importane poces of ehear desam were caozig toae.
Mumerias hagans bad been pucchased by BMAL and che Mavago
Maoion Fiousing Aucherity, acd vecatioml progrons lad began
ac high schipals Jikes che o Tuba Cicy o order 1o towin st



Mavajo elder Eula Tsinnie is getling
a naw hogan. A couple of years
ago, someene set fire to her 30-
year-old hogan. Since then, she
and her daughter Tobey

"Have been kind
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dents e cansnact hagans far che eldecty. Also, financipl ingrin-
piens froin Esyanicl the Reservaton, such as Wells Fargis, nre now
sharwing ineerest in helping the Movajos porchase their own
I:I|'\".I':.|-:'|.5

I ssklaison, 2ngaler pioce of HEE'S dream has come tius
hoasd voted 1 b all a for-profin company called Indigevsoss
Comimuiity Venturss, Toe company will by primarily Nevajo-
o, aned will prdace & variery of heosing and woed priduoces,
calstraet eleceric power plants mun by wood chips, Inok foe wiys
o pevive the wonl Business, s -.ulr.-:dJ.].' RN Nn'.-;|;~;;1 Fiv fipsefade
Wurnk progions and Socomie tiver puidss.

Sanidy Kravier, 2 Phoenix-based ronmalian of social sl
gyt ecvirenmencal isoes, waye, "1l r:.-:r-pnajil: dociien is viEry

-z

I tand beoause rhe Mavmpe Tk has investrient fesoUrocs,
and mnjor investmenes will be peguired, Make o mseake,  che
risirket |'-c|t-'r|1|||.| ws-emarmpus, Ies nar rockesr scienee. The ele-
IMCOLs are L||li':t' -.'.|:||-p|:- It means cannecring chedots, With -
-r..'wi'u-p, vhe potential Posinives 5o enOImans. ”

Tony Skiclonas, an acvivee [CF boond oremibor and 3 fermer
COTHIN |!|'l.|.'iu-;:':|:|rr.|r ovtficial an M orebed BOVCHLTENS, RIS
“This in the irst beg efore on the Matiaons pare. What bes been
massEing for BMaviges s ventore cupisl, buok loans. Mo mecha-
iz b evee enisted before for petoong capaeal we the cormmupni-

Tune Gy Hgh Schoal studsmin Buidd 8 hogan.
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Fics Ulegil P, L, L l.';j|.||'l:|' |r L f||_|‘_||r.1| Ir.1|||l.|:-\.'|:'-\. iz wiil=
ageet organized bussoseas ellores lks this praject,

W know thae Mavajo elilees secogie the nevd Bor e
|'|:||.|1||:|:..;. LT ||_||'_|: HE p{u||| Ef 3i¢ |:'u|r_|¢:r;_'”_r ﬂ__‘E'l_‘tlFll.Jll‘ BT k=
F_'.,I.El;_'.:l'r'.l'l.n!': wher o0 e -_!".ll!r;.n:'_ sl thw woad 85 oo, Blavars
are wven coming = fom New Mesica to onder legers,”

Tia lap pure, ficedy Mavajor have sdarecd seslag the vesales; And
sbpwly, rheir suspsowns aboa 8 combusation ab Angles and
Mluvajes working wgether are fcling, Mae Fonklin conficms chie
change: “The chaptes: i coming ofound: realiey 5 sstang o
This i3 palng 106 bappes.”

in lasy, i & hippening

Ir‘n Tl_i|':lE| C:Eh,r |E|51 fn'_'l:". an elderly Bean Gearge lonked an
s Tialss Cley High Schol studencs raised tlee Lt prre-lag wall
o fer oew hogan, which will kave elecrriciny, o fizll hachmam
and o warking kirchen, This, the fiest ol mony |:r.|_-.;u:|:. o be
desaned oo che cliecky en ot Rewovarion, was the iesude of 2 pan
netihip hevscen ICE, Cotonine Coanry, the 115, Poreir Servier,
sthe Toka Ciry Cheaprer House and: she Nawvipe Housing
Authirivy, George way sclecied by Toba Ciry Chapeer atficaals
anid by Lowise Yellowmun, vice-cluic of she Caconinn Cauney
Brasd af Supersison

b the nearby village of Gap, Navapo elder Bufz Tainnie i3 akso
petnng & new hogan. A couple of ¥eirs apo, ssmeens vex fine 1o
W -fl.[l-':,",;.::\--.:.l_"_ '—.r\_;_ N, Sner lh:‘i"'-. she and ber o J_;l'_hlir.‘ T.:'Iu.-:.
“have besen kood of loving owr of cardboand baxes,” Tobey sayi
Boeh 1CH and the Gap Chapeer contribaated funds o build Eula’s
iew hisme,

Judging from che peacelons a2, che project certsinly sems
fike & Win-win. Some gooups, howeven, wonder wheeber ICE
achiviey Wil attrecy mager onrporEmvoat afad pogen Sogging s
Pandora’s bone — vying fosest mesrorzczon i wling e

“The key issoc s scale,” says BenCaien, adding thae lasger
seile oporations like paper mills, plyweod plants or lacge, woed.
freed [rower ].'-|u|:|t3 — wlnel canseme hundeeds ol emdlbians af

baard feee of thinndngs = moy oot be siusoinable oves theie 20
o 30-pear Life spani. “People who invest che $300 pullion to
$500 million ceese plaos take, wockd have @ sioong fnaecid
ingcres in ik e the wood liber koo fhow b

At ICE, be savs, the'ee mhicg o different appoocl "We
think srmsaller-scale, comupinior Based enferplilcs abd o moare
respanaive ol practical solution. LCES small, locully owaed wnd
entrnlied plongs [eosting from &1 million mo $4 millioe] will be
maer ileaible and sliptive w aveileble marerialy, aed will beveer
frs she songss of & -Comiervalaeh PEGIEEEEN éogtRR,

ICE dnaders say e nexe challengs will beooo make. chie bopans
affardalile 10w popelace whise anmaal individiel income s 36,400
The cost of a hogan ki soges foos $13000 (0 $25.000, Add in
construction cosss, ond the price of an 800-soquare-foar hogan wich
a nejikss ayseom Gl run beeween 330,000 and 573,000, "Same e
the cldens,” Frankdin savs, "are suffering suicker thock.”

Seill; che hogans comt fe chan the HIUTY bouning char papdil=
CTRITY ArTngs RS Ty :"'-'a'l.'.lp_l Nul._:un $] z'f\-.'rll_-ll_-l flll A Tl hr.’!rmr‘:
Penase and $LF3,000 for v bedsoms, TCE pnd Novade officials



e 1|.'b;|r!w.;;|'\¢l: ot a mamber of wWiys [nr Movajes T pwn the oew
hegans. The Tribe s providing econamic aseistance for very Jow-
trvars elders, while dhe rribal gosermment, which Builds renial
lismes sitly HUD money, 5 in the process of redireciiie duch
famds oo ICE o Butld mare plants like cles o o Camensa

YUsing bogs, we can bueilid bagans Fror £ 0 sepuare foan; com-
|‘.'|rn-| witlh £120 a sqpane bpor aff the Reservocion,” ETE 'J.l.ll'l.}'
Skrelunas, “Until pow, efferrs oy modsriies che Mavag caltare
biwve been to ke them [appreciare] western produces — cars,
Lhtig, 1%s, reftigeraiors, We no leager think chat chat's e
only apcica [t temeke chem more combomuble, buc sall -
iz chear cultoal eeditiens,”

ay in and day oty and frem one end of che Navage Mocion
o rhe other, [CE lenders are sending this message to che people
In Kenlaim's sards: % dan't wane 1z just earch up wach il
Anplo seciery, We want o go bevend aod jemp over dhe oo
vinnaof how Anglos think and bebaye,”

Empry rhecaric? 1CE and ts for-profic spin-off aten’t juse
buakding new homes with suscanable marerials, these homes will

b smsendnable inoand of themselves Becapse cleey'll be squipged

.l.".”h ';r.llili' :\.l":'|l.| -I|'|i|-.;| THLIWED, ;||_||_| wis e }:,'il-:"'lﬂﬂ that Flfl!'!‘llll C ,I'.‘:_I ay

waler lod ||_'i4::|!i||l|. ."'\::""a'l'r.'|:'.'|'.""‘.. [ICE brard membess consade

thar clouds stall persigr amid their bloe-shy plans, and lucking in

Camaran Ml preparos sahaged pondenceas loe usa i bulding modam Rogans

the background of everythieg e e Reserearian is che specter of
trbml pedivics. There's alsa the gaiestion af a sistainubile poe supply,
r-';n5i||('ri*1_:': rhinr rhie contruLe JL'U_.'J_.'\'.'T:- are ulrendy overworked and
behind schedule as they tey to thin the farest,

The Firse years heve been rouph jroing. sus Debes Tick,
hioard member and vereran teandaion afficial wath 15 yess ol
involventsnt with vacious eithes acrass the coonery, VI5 we can'e
o this r::.1'|rr.|1|'||r:.:-|1.'.-.-'-| mcele| here

then theres no hops char i can be done 2y -

che st annovative
T ewer seen
whire slse.

“Cialy o handful of people conld have browghe this eepethes
e rhis prinz. Ies o combiiatisn of vision, grace, tenacity i
by

While the palitical melee ever forese mongeemend spes 10
Winshingrron, it ireae thal 3 an unspphisticated laned o hope-
Lissniess, seamingly disconipectad goals have came together 45 0
hespeful vision, and che fioiee is brighe, "I there 15 one thing v
learned,! KenCairn days, “ivs reciprocicy. LEowe cake, we have o
give back. And that's whas 8 hippening in Cameron.”

[l

Vet -eried ovater Taoiss Diekoy T o foreaer Waanfiingran iwy-

ihomdent o Meowswoek, He's srerad ividel and empivannueméord Sunes in

Hhe Weerd fav nearm yeerr,
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